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WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: February 26, 1974 

F o r w a r d e d  to:  

Honorable Alexander P. Butterf ie ld  

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION(S) 
A-74-18 

Administrator 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Washington, D. C. 20591 

On November 3, 1973, an in- f l igh t  emergency took place aboard 
a National. Air l ines  E-10 near Albuquerque, New Mexico. The 
accident occurred when the fan assembly of the No. 3 engine d is -  
integrated and pieces struck the a i r c r a f t ,  causing rapid decompression 
of the fuselage. 
passengers were injured, and cabin attendants were incapacitated. The 
captain immediately made an emergency descent and landed the a i r c r a f t  
1.9 minutes l a t e r  a t  Albuquerque. 

One passenger was ejected from the  a i r c r a f t ,  other 

According t o  testimony given by National Air l ines  personnel 
during the National. Transportation Safety Board's public hearing, 
the crewmembers did not assess the struc-tural  damage t o  the a i r c r a f t  
i n  f l i g h t  a f t e r  the emergency w a s  under ini t ia l  control. Also,  the  
cabin attendants did not inform the flightcrew of the damage t o  the 
fuselage and gal ley or of the f i r e  and smoke i n  the cabin. 

The flightcrew, cabin attendants,  and t ra in ing  personnel of 
National Air l ines  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  the ca r r i e r  does not have established 
procedures f o r  assessing damage tha t  resu l t s  from in- f l igh t  emergencies. 

Flightcrews of some other ca r r i e r s  who were questioned about t h e i r  
in-f l ight  emergency procedures also indicated tha t  they do not have 
such procedures nor receive t ra in ing  on the subject. Th i s  has been 
evident i n  other accidents where the flightcrew was unaware of the 
extent of damage. 

The Safety Board believes tha t  flightcrews should be provided 
procedures by which damage t h a t  r e su l t s  from in- f l igh t  emergencies can 
be assessed so tha t  they may have a l l  the information possible t o  
handle such emergencies adequately. 
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Honorable Alexander P. But terf ie ld  

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends 
tha t  the Federal Aviation Administration: 

Issue an operations a l e r t  bu l le t in  t o  ascer ta in  compliance 
with 14 CFR 25.1585(a)(4), re la t ive  t o  a procedure f o r  
the assessment of a i r c r a f t  damage tha t  r e su l t s  from 
in- f l igh t  emergencies. 

Personnel from our Bureau of Aviation Safety w i l l  be made 
available if any fur ther  information or  assistance i s  desired. 

McADAMS, THAXER, BURGESS, and HALEX, Members, concurred i n  
the above recommendation. REED, Chairman, w a s  absent, not voting. 
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